
PRINTER TERMS

Calibration - The process of adjusting printer settings or components to ensure
accurate color reproduction, print alignment, and overall print quality.

Dot Matrix Printer - A type of impact printer that forms characters and images by
striking pins against an ink-soaked ribbon to create dots on paper.

Driver - Software that allows a computer to communicate with and control a printer,
translating print commands from applications into printer-specific language and
settings.

Duplex Printing - The capability of a printer to automatically print on both sides of a
sheet of paper, reducing paper usage and manual intervention.

Error Codes - Numeric or alphanumeric codes displayed by the printer to indicate
specific issues or malfunctions, helping users diagnose and troubleshoot problems.

Ghosting - A printing defect characterized by faint or faded copies of printed images
or text, often caused by issues with the imaging drum or toner cartridge.

Inkjet Printer - A type of printer that sprays tiny droplets of liquid ink onto paper to
create images or text.

Laser Printer - A type of printer that uses a laser beam to produce images on a
photosensitive drum, which is then transferred to paper and fused with heat.
Maintenance Kit - A collection of replacement parts and consumables, such as rollers
and fusers, used to maintain and repair printers.

Misalignment - A printing defect where printed text or images appear skewed or out
of position on the page, often caused by improper paper loading or alignment issues
with print heads or toner cartridges.

Multifunction Printer (MFP) - A printer that combines the functions of printing,
scanning, copying, and sometimes faxing into a single device.

Network Printer - A printer that is connected to a network and can be accessed and
shared by multiple users over the network, typically using Ethernet or Wi-Fi
connectivity.
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Paper Jam - A situation where paper becomes stuck in the printer's paper path,
preventing normal printing operations and requiring manual intervention to clear.

PCL (Printer Command Language) - Developed by Hewlett-Packard, PCL is a printer
language used for controlling laser printers and inkjet printers. It provides basic
commands for page layout, font selection, and graphics rendering, offering
compatibility with a wide range of printers.

PostScript - Developed by Adobe Systems, PostScript is a page description language
used for printing documents containing text, images, and vector graphics. It is widely
supported by printers and desktop publishing software, offering high-quality output
and device independence.

Print Head - The component of an inkjet printer that contains the nozzles used to
spray ink onto the paper.

Print Quality - The clarity, sharpness, and accuracy of printed output, affected by
factors such as resolution, ink or toner quality, and paper type.

Print Queue - A list of print jobs waiting to be processed by a printer, managed by
the operating system or print server.

Print Spooler - A software component in the operating system that manages print
jobs, queuing and scheduling them for printing, and handling communication
between applications and printers.

Printer - A peripheral device that produces text or graphics on paper or other media.

Printer Driver - Software that enables a computer to communicate with a printer,
translating print commands into a format that the printer can understand.

Printer Languages - Programming languages or protocols used by printers to
interpret and process print jobs sent from computers or other devices.

Printer Maintenance - Regular cleaning, inspection, and upkeep of printer
components to ensure optimal performance, longevity, and print quality.

Printhead Alignment - The process of adjusting the alignment of the printhead
nozzles to ensure precise placement of ink or toner on the paper.
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Resolution - The level of detail and clarity in printed output, typically measured in
dots per inch (DPI) for printers, indicating the number of individual dots that can be
printed in a linear inch.

Smudging - A printing defect characterized by blurred or streaked output caused by
improper drying of ink or toner on the paper, leading to smudges or stains.

Thermal Printer - A type of printer that uses heat to produce images or text on
heat-sensitive paper, commonly used in receipt printers and label printers.

Toner Cartridge - A replaceable component in laser printers containing toner
powder used to create text and images on paper.

Troubleshooting - The process of identifying, diagnosing, and resolving problems or
issues with a printer, including hardware malfunctions, software errors, and print
quality issues.

Wireless Printing - The ability to send print jobs to a printer wirelessly from a
computer or mobile device, using technologies such as Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, or cloud
printing services.
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